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When I was in college, my room-
mate was a stereo equipment
junkie. I never quite got the

attraction, but he liked nothing better
than trying out new speakers and amps
and so on. 

Our dormitory room was about the
size of two or three standard office cubi-
cles, and one of his two speakers was big-
ger than the mini refrigerator we shared.
Playing the thing produced sound that was
too big for such a small room. The only
time he ever got any real use out of it was
when he pointed the speakers out the win-
dow on a sunny day to play Hacky Sack. 

Big stereo systems I can take or
leave. But I like big sound. And I liked
what I heard when I first powered up
Boston Acoustics' (nasdaq: BOSA —
news — people ) MicroSystem CD. If
you're familiar with the Bose Wave music
system, then you get the idea already.
This is Boston Acoustics' answer, and it's
priced identically at $499. 

The MicroSystem is basically an
alarm clock radio for people who take
their sound seriously. I went from
unpacking the box to playing music in
about 60 seconds flat, and was impressed
with the sound right away. Bass was
strong and clear, while I was able to pick
up subtleties that normally would be lost
on the typical CD boom box. This system

is suitable for rooms both small and large,
as the sound seems to flow evenly. 

I tested the system's radio reception
on a local jazz station whose program-
ming I love but whose signal always
seems problematic, no matter where in
New York City I happen to be. I was sur-
prised to hear it come through with stun-
ning clarity--another radio in the same
room, tested separately, found it to be
such a static-ridden challenge. 

The CD player is slot-loaded, which
means you insert the CDs directly into the
player, rather than having a tray that slides
out to accept the disc. It supports regular
commercial CDs, but also will play CD-
Rs and CD-RWs that have been burned
with MP3 or Microsoft (nasdaq: MSFT —
news — people ) Windows Media files,
which makes it a suitable companion to
your digital music collection. 

A 1/8-inch stereo input jack lets you
connect to an Apple Computer (nasdaq:
AAPL — news — people ) iPod or other
digital music player to hear those songs
through the system. Two other auxiliary
inputs are on the rear panel. There's also a
pair of configurable line-level outputs for
use with external speakers, allowing you
to select the speakers through which you
want to hear the sound. One setting lets
you bypass the internal speakers entirely. 

Since I lose remote controls easily —
the credit-card-sized unit that came with
this system looks like a prime candidate

for misplacement — I like the fold-out
face that contains a slot to hold the remote
when it's not being used. I did notice that
the response time of the remote seemed a
little sluggish when trying to boost the
volume; using the buttons on top of the
system to adjust volume was much faster. 

I've never given much thought to my
personal clock radios. I have a cheap Sony
(nyse: SNE — news — people ) clock
radio on my bedside table now, and I usu-
ally wake up to the annoying electronic
beep rather than the radio. It's too tempt-
ing at 5 A.M. to stay in bed and listen,
instead of getting up — I wouldn't want a
clock radio to sound this good so early in
the morning, or I'd never get to work on
time. Other than that, I have no problem
recommending the MicroSystem CD. 

Waking Up To Great Sound 
Ten O'Clock Tech 

Boston Acoustics’ Microsystem CD



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


